We are the seed of Abraham so this would apply to us “ Whether born in your household 
or bought with your money, they must be circumcised. My covenant in your flesh is to be 
an everlasting covenant. “( Genesis 17:13 NIV) 

But for what in the new covenant? When the Bible says, 

The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words | have spoken to 
you—they are full of the Spiritia and life “( John 6:63 NIV) 

Because the flesh is where the matters of the heart take place. Where we are 
prone to live in sin. Where we will continue to reach for the forbidden. Where the finished 
works of Jesus Christ, have paid to get you into heaven. The mystery, the real mystery 
is how God gets heaven into us. 

For starters, we start in the middle; and work our way out. We start on the heart. 
After having been given all of the ingredients to have a do-over. To make a prudent 
fruitful successful person, out of the scum, the lowest of the low, cracked out pill head 
dope phein sex addict. Into a wholesome cool, calm, and collected man. 

“ And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. Otherwise, the new wine will 
burst the skins; the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. No, new wine 
must be poured into new wineskins” ( Luke 5:37 NIV) 

The work on the heart is the work the early movement of Apostolic Pentecostal 
churchgoers overlooked and slept on. Oh, we got the message of living holy and being 
filled with the gift of the holy ghost. Not so much when it came down to “ how do | deal 
with personal matters, that have the potential to rise up and threaten the work God is 
doing in the spirit.” like, for instance, the term “You got to live holy” They told us. Well, 
that's fine and that’s good but, how do | do that? And a lot of them would be so 
uninformed as to say “Stop fornicating stop committing adultery stop smoking stop 
gambling.” | know some would accept this and go on about their way. Not 
understanding this part, because it appears to be invisible, but will eventually show up; 
over your speaking in tongues and dancing around the church. It will catch up with you. 
And has the potential to ruin you. 

| know people who were anointed to preach and gifted to sing but still struggled 
with all of the above sins. | don’t know if the old-school saints were scared to tell God 
this isn’t working, or what? Like | am fasting, praying, and reading my bible; but it is still 
showing up in my life? And even to this day. We have all kinds of seminars on spiritual 
matters, but ignore the fact that we have trouble overeating. 

It’s like | heard the scriptures but ignored the importance of them because it 
didn’t have anything to do with the gift of prophecy or the gift of speaking in tongues. As 
if it didn’t t affect the spiritual. Like when it says the flesh counts for nothing but the 
spirit gives life, | acted like | didn’t have to address the matters of the flesh. | know folks 
who are against counseling believing God for a breakthrough thinking and even 


believing God was going to make them more anointed to preach, sing, pray even and 
continue to ignore the elephant in the room. They can’t stop fornicating—or even 
gambling. | know saints who go to church but have to get out by 1:00 to make it to 
bingo. At some point, | would challenge the whole thing, if | am not gaining any victory 
in my own life. | am not judging as some would suppose. It’s because you want to be 
free | cannot judge, you are not happy with yourself after doing a revival and then the 
Jack in a Box pops his head out. Old faithful | call it. 

“ Whether born in your household or bought with your money, they must be 
circumcised. My covenant in your flesh is to be an everlasting covenant.” ( Genesis 
17:13 NIV)) Sounds painful huh? 

“My covenant in your flesh” for an everlasting covenant. | cannot shake this 
scripture. It is gnawing at me. It is deep to me like God had to mark his territory, but 
normally a person marks their territory on the outside of a thing. It seems strange to me 
that God would have to brand them in their flesh. On the inside of their flesh. 

What does this symbolize? Was God giving us a clue as to the trouble our flesh 
could get us into if not crucified with Christ? Like, imagine a surgeon cutting you open 
branding you in your flesh then sowing you back up. It is far out. It is some “ I’m So 
Dangerously in Love” type of stuff. Like it is between God and the devil only the two of 
them know what it really means. 

It's like if | were to ask God what does this mean? He'd say that’s alright don’t you 
worry about that. It means who it is for to know what it means. It is some “ Reckless 
Love of God” type of stuff. 

The flesh has to deal with our hearts and our souls, our feelings and our 
emotions. It’s where brokenness takes place and occurs. It is where hurt happens. 
Where relationships left you scarred and bankrupt of the will to keep going. How things 
get so deep into the fiber of our hearts to the point that it looks like it is weaved in our 
hearts. Like it is a part of us, a part of our general makeup. To the point of being able to 
define us. These are the things that label us, and brand us as being “crazy,” sometimes. 
To the point where a person can look at us and see the unforgiveness of the thing still in 
us and leave us without the capacity to forgive. No one knows that's not who you really 
are. That's how they left you, that someone did that to you. 

Could it be God knew the trick of the enemy? That while we are binding and 
loosing there is an enemy we cannot see slithering around, with a way into our flesh that 
we cannot see? 

Could it be when we take care of the spiritual matters, he wants to be the one 
taking care of these matters satan had access to; but wasn’t supposed to touch, but 
God couldn't trust him not to touch, just because he wasn't supposed to touch? Some 
type of safeguard “| hit him hi (God is saying ) you hit him low?” 


Seeing the work God has done in my life. | can say this is exactly why he marked 
his territory from the inside. And us being seeds of Abraham under the new covenant, 
have the privilege, of Christ dying on the cross, so that you and me would not be in the 
dark about the trick of the enemy. We have to eat the bread and drink the wine. The old 
testament is concealed: it was Christ's body we'd have to eat of, and blood we’d have to 
drink of the new revealed 

” After his return from defeating Kedorlaomer and the kings who were with him, 
the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the Valley of the 
King). And Melchizedek, the king of Salem, brought out bread and wine. (He was the 
priest of God Most High). And he blessed him and said, 


“Blessed be Abram by God Most High, 
Maker of heaven and earth. 


And blessed be God Most High 
who delivered your enemies into your hand.” 


And right here is why | praise him. He delivered my enemies into my hands. When 
| came to him bankrupt of all of the stuff | had when | left out of my parent's house. After 
old school warned me what would happen if | did certain things, and | did it anyway. It 
cost me my right mind. It cost me food, personal hygiene, it cost me relationships with 
family and friends. 

Jesus said to them, “Very truly | tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of 
Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my 
blood has eternal life, and | will raise them up at the last day. ( John6:53-54 NIV) 
Circumcision, | look at it like a placeholder for when Jesus would serve us with his body 
and blood. It gives us a seriousness of how important to God the area of the heart is. 
And when King Jesus is speaking about being transformed before the filling could take 
place, he’s not suggesting you and | need to clean up our acts before we could be filled 
he is suggesting for himself to take up permanent occupancy of our hearts. “The Lorp 
your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your descendants, so that you 
may love him with all your heart and with all your soul, and live. “ ( Deuteronomy 30:6 
NIV) 

And that is what God has done for me. Freeing me from a drug habit. That cost 
me everything including my right mind. He restored my mind and put me back together. 
By the intake of the bread that represents his body broken on our behalf, by drinking of 
the wine that represents his blood poured out on our behalf, in the new covenant. All | 


have to say is look to the Christ on the cross. It’s what | did. He put me back in the 
game. He did it all for me. 

So | can look and see, | have evidence of how grimy a person can be living not 
crucified with Christ. And trust me, it isn’t normally until you have exhausted all of your 
human resources that you come to the revelation, “| cannot do the thing that he 
requires. | just can't do it, I’m too weak of a person.” It is only by the intake of bread and 
the intake of wine did | see turn around. Left alone in my apartment scared of my 
shadow. God set it up where no one was allowed to help me. And | am so glad he didn't 
allow anyone to help me. Because | got to see how he transforms us, | got to see what | 
was made of. So seeing we are under a new covenant and because King Jesus paid it 
all for us. Do we surpass this scripture as being insignificant? Of course not “ All 
Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, “ (2 Timothy 3:16 NIV) 

The new covenant speaks about the circumcision of the heart. “ No, a person is 
a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is circumcision of the heart, by the Spirit, 
not by the written code. Such a person’s praise is not from other people, but from God.” ( 
Romans 5:29 NIV) But when we read that scripture and scriptures like these, we go at it! 
“I’m about to tame this flesh, pray for two to three hours straight.” At the end of the day 
it always comes back. 

So when God had finally gotten my attention it was a matter of doing what his 
word says to do. “ And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. Otherwise, the new 
wine will burst the skins; the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined.” ( Mark 
2:22 NIV) we have to invest as much time into dealing with the realms of our hearts as 
we do our spirit. And lest | sound like a hypocrite, let me just say from the beginning | 
am not talking about more things we would have to do to be blessed. | am talking about 
having faith that Jesus is the Christ and that he saved you from all of your sins. Freed 
you from every curse. And the reason | said lest | be found a hypocrite is because | 
wrote in a book called “ Tyler's Exodus” They made me believe they had willpower and | 
didn’t. However, this does open the door to what you might have been dreading 
opening. You got to deal. You and | have to begin to acknowledge to God the matters of 
our hearts our anger our jealousies our bitterness and our unforgiveness. 

God is not against counseling you are not going outside of the covenant because 
you feel like you may need more help. Shoot, | am in counseling. When he says he is the 
wonderful counselor, he advocates for counseling. councilors have to be gifted with the 
spiritual gift of wisdom and knowledge and discernment. But because they are not at 
the altar with a handful of oil speaking in tongues you revolt at the idea of counseling. 
But this is directed to old school because we who are of this new genre will run to a 
therapist. But this is where | come from. And so this is what a whole lot of people are 
walking around sick with. Because this message had been released into a whole lot of 


people's hearts without doing or planting the seed that is crucial to the filling of the spirit 
being effective. 

You see we run around trying to help God. A whole lot of Christians have this 
mentality of “ yeah but you got to live holy” and a whole lot of people walk around with 
this half-baked Christianity of "I'm sanctified", or “ I’m of the holiness church.” Really, 
well at what point did you take the turn that landed you a seat in Narcotics Anonymous? 

We ran because we couldn't keep up the masquerade thinking they've got it and | 
don’t” Decided you could not continue to show your face around the church because you 
had issues with making your flesh behave. And if you stayed you got comfortable with 
pretending instead of asking for help. Because you had bumped into some things in 
your walk with God that Sunday school did not cover. So anxious to receive spiritual 
things and decided you would get back to the matters of your flesh. And after so long of 
putting it on the back burner. Like King Jesus said the wineskins will burst and be 
ruined. 

This bursting and being ruined is being manifest today. We see and hear of 
leaders being exposed for their discrepancies. This is what it would have looked like if 
Father Abraham would have skipped this part. We see and hear of believers losing their 
minds. It is because matters of the heart are not sufficiently dealt with. “He that is born 
in thy house, and he that is bought with thy money, must need to be circumcised: and 
my covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant.” 

So he saved you and me by the finished works of Jesus Christ. He died, he gave 
up his life in the flesh, as yours and mines circumcision in the flesh. He got us a seat in 
heaven. But He can no more get you and me into heaven without the matters of our 
hearts being addressed ( by the bread and the wine) than you could pour new wine into 
old wineskins. So the matters of the heart, are a mirror for the soul. Emotions our 
feelings. Now it should be easier for us to understand what we have done when we 
receive the baptism of the holy ghost without bringing the matters of the heart to the 
table of communion. They dealt at the communion table. He revealed who would betray 
him at the communion table. He revealed to Peter he would deny him. It was official at 
the communion table that John was the disciple who King Jesus loved, with Peter 
having to sit there and watch his “ rival” lean on his Masters's shoulders. He made them 
vulnerable at the communion table, by washing their feet. 

When on the cross and King Jesus said “ About three in the afternoon Jesus 
cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Elita lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, 
why have you forsaken me?” ( Mathew 27:46 NIV) Right there he felt every mental health 
crisis you and | would be faced with he has sympathy, and he has miracles for people 
with mental health issues. 

So being filled with the gift of the holy ghost. Because | don't know if it’s just me; 
but has anyone else heard the sinner's prayer so much it sounds like a speech? “ Okay 


repeat after me. “| confess with my mouth Jesus Christ is the son of God, | believe in 
my heart he died on the cross for me, and God raised you from the dead. | repent of my 
sins please come into my heart | make you my Lord and Savior.” We have people 
repeating that without them having a clue about everything that is taking place. Don't 
get me wrong | know we have all of these elaborate and sophisticated new member 
classes, that are set up. But they rob a person of the thing of being in their most 
vulnerable. A place where they have become willing to give up on life as they have 
known it. A place where they might be willing to confess their sins instead of just 
repeating “| confess my sin.” It is only fair they are doing, without committing first. Out 
of being worked up emotionally. So okay, when we ask, no doubt for sure. He will give 
himself to us. His word says, 

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be 
opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one 
who knocks, the door will be opened” (Matthew 7: 7-8 NIV) 

So when you have done things in your past that you can remember and have not 
addressed it. it leaves room for the devil. Where the bible says” Neither give place to the 
devil. “(Ephesians 4:27 NIV) This would look like a soul tie or a stronghold. Soul ties 
are usually ( not always) sexual in nature. So when we come to God in prayer you stand 
before Him, married to every person we have had sex with. These being continually 
unaddressed will make you feel and look like a mental patient. The thing that removes 
these things in my experience is repentance, the blood of Jesus, and receiving 
communion. | pray it will not come to this point for you before you understand there are 
some issues undealt with attached to you. 

But the thing about the Apostolic, Pentecostal, and Holiness churches is we 
mistake pleasing God with this false impression of holiness; and exterior dispositions. 
To learn all of the church lingoes and what is appropriate for a church member to wear 
and who to associate with. And when we decide to finally stop doing a thing, we think 
we have the where with all to stop or to change. | like what Creflo Dollar says “ Trying to 
be like God without God.” We set ourselves up for a fall. In the past, | would become 
ready and willing to repent of a thing in particular, and would think it was going to be 
over because | 1 confessed it 2 repented of it and 3 changed my mind about it. But | 
found out it took more than me to change my mind about it. Right here someone may be 
taking a religious attitude toward me thinking but the bible says, xy and z. But if you 
want the freedom | found you will listen and pay close attention. 

When He saved you and me, whether you were a kid when you received him or an 
adult. Every sin that has manifested in your life is what he has saved you from. And 
when sin has come to the surface, or is made known to us. we have to believe Him that 
the finished works of Jesus Christ on the cross have freed us of it. We start with a 
sincere heart of repentance and communion. If we need help from professionals we go 


get the help. It is better to God for us to seek out help at least it is the furthest thing 
from doing things by the arm of the flesh. The arm of the flesh is you and your ideas. 
You are in your own strength. When you get your mind right, it will enhance your 
relationship with God, and you will be able to hear from God better. This is what 
repentance looks like, deciding a thing is not of God, then deciding to turn away from it. 
Then believe God to free you from it, no matter how big it is, because remember it is 
not you who freed you from it, but the finished works of Jesus that freed you from it. 
reaching out for help. When we have decided a thing finished. After you have had 
communion elements we believe him by faith to move it. We wait on him to do for us 
what we cannot do for ourselves. No matter how long it takes you and | have become 
free by the finished works of Jesus Christ. To God be the glory. 


